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The Creative School open educational resources include the following learning modules, here listed 
according to subject matters and age of the target students: 

  7-11  11-14  14-18 
 Art History  Let Them  

Live Again 
Let Them  
Live Again 

  Citizenship and   
  Philosophy 

Ethical  
Dilemmas 

Ethical  
Dilemmas 

Ethical  
Dilemmas 

  Environment, 
  Natural Sciences 

Biodiversity  
and Visual Arts 

Biodiversity  
and Visual Arts 

 

   Facilitation 

Online learning 
through object 
based learning 

Online learning 
through object 
based learning 

Online learning 
through object 
based learning 

 Geography Urban walks Urban walks  

 
  History 

  How did young 
people live? 

 Photos as memories 
of the past 

Photos as memories 
of the past 

Photos as memories 
of the past 

               STEAM 

  Critical thinking on 
climate change 

 #Empowering 
YouthVoices 

#Empowering 
YouthVoices 

#Empowering 
YouthVoices 

  Hungry  
Algorithms 

Hungry  
Algorithms 

  
Teachers Training 

Europeana as a 
learning tool 

Europeana as a 
learning tool 

Europeana as a 
learning tool 

Practical approaches 
to teaching with 

objects 

Practical approaches 
to teaching with 

objects 

Practical approaches 
to teaching with 

objects 
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The Creative School project develops learning modules for children and schoolteachers, promoting 
self-directed learning, critical and visual thinking skills by using cultural heritage content made 
available by the partner organisations. The present output has developed a set of training materials 
focusing on the development of thinking skills through engagement with cultural heritage. 
More and more children and young people need to develop higher level thinking skills in order to 
find solutions to social, emotional and economic problems, both personally and in the context of 
the wider world. They are encouraged to be creative, innovative, enterprising and adaptable, with 
the motivation, confidence and skills to use creative and critical thinking purposefully. 
The main beneficiaries of the project include primary and secondary school teachers, who, through 
engaging with the project will become equipped with the skills necessary to facilitate pedagogical 
strategies for creativity and critical thinking. Children and young people involved as participants in 
the Creative School project will develop the skills required to respond to the challenges offered by 
the Creative School curriculum. 
 
We hope this material will bring a new dimension to 
your work and inspire you to use it for fostering 
creative and critical thinking among young people. The 
selected topics have been chosen together with 
teachers and educators coming from Austria, Croatia, 
Finland, France, Ireland, Italy and the United Kingdom 
through focus groups and surveys. 
Each material is accompanied by key learning points as 
well as several interesting facts or pieces of 
information, which are intended to be used to provoke 
further discussion. The most appropriate age group is 
also indicated. 
Wherever possible we have included a short 
interactive activity that can be carried out with 
students or a series of suggested questions to ask, in 
order to introduce the topics of each learning module. 
Should you wish to explore certain topics or themes 
further, each material includes a link to other related 
ones. When available, a general list of additional 
educational resources related to the topics is also 
provided. 
The material and accompanying text are designed as 
standalone educational aids. In this respect, the 
resource is intended to provide an overall framework 
from which you can pick and choose the issues most 
relevant to your activities. The module can be used 
within any country any context as it deals with issues, which are cross-border and universal. 
 
For more information about The Creative School project, please visit: 

https://www.creative-school.eu/  

iStockpicture 
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Urban Walks 

Topic:   Geography  History 

Age range:   7-11   11-14 
 The urban walk summons both sensitive and knowledge-based data. 

In this sense, it allows the pupil to deepen his capacity to perceive 
things and the world, but also to deepen his knowledge on history and 
geography subjects. 

Time:  60 minutes (10 minutes of introduction / 40 minutes of walk / 
10 minutes of discussion and conclusion).   
As far as preparation time is concerned, it takes about one month to 
prepare an urban walk. The preparation time may vary according to 
the needs of the teacher and the proposed teaching. 

Materials and tools: Instructions (to be defined with the teacher)   
Booklet (to be used during the walk by the pupils and to be created 
with the teacher).  
Links to cultural Open-data bases such as Europeana, Historiana 
(archives pictures). 

Learning objectives:  Encourage teachers / students to: 
• think in a creative and critical way on their environment and 

geography; 
• understand the framework of teaching through urban walks.  

Keywords:  Urban Walk; critical thinking; creative thinking. 
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Description of the resource / workshop 
The evolution of the city over time allows us to understand the evolution of society, its history, its 
economy, its political and social context. The urban walk is an educational tool enabling one to read 
the traces of this evolution in situ making this evolution concrete. 
The aim is therefore to look at and decipher the signs of the city in order to understand its past, its 
current functioning and then to project oneself into the future. 
Children are among the frontline stakeholders and inhabitants in the face of the changes at work, 
they live and often study near the construction sites and observe the transformations of their 
neighbourhood. 
For a pupil, it can be an opportunity, thanks to more playful work, to get to know and thereby 
understand the context in which he or she lives in order to find his or her place in it. 
The urban walk summons both sensitive and knowledge-based data. In this sense, it allows the pupil 
to deepen his capacity to perceive things and the world, but also to deepen his knowledge on history 
and geography subjects.  
More pragmatically, this tool for discovering the urban context can be transposed to all urban (and 
rural) sites, whether they are large or much smaller. 
Indeed, it seems that the teaching of geography in primary and secondary schools could benefit 
from the deployment of such a tool and that the curriculum would lend itself well to it:  
• 4th grade (French school system) - Discovering the place(s) where I live 
• 5th grade - Getting around / Living better 
• 6th grade - Living in a metropolis 
• 8th grade - Spaces and landscapes of urbanisation: geography of centres and peripheries 
• 9th grade - Territorial dynamics in contemporary France / Why and how to develop the territory? 
 

Instructions for teachers  
The urban walk is an alternative way to teach a class. it must be prepared, facilitated and 
evaluated. The instructions are divided in 3 phases:  
• Phase A: Preparation of the urban walk  
• Phase B: Animation of the Walk (Activity) 
• Phase C: Discussion  
 
Each step is described below. 
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Urban Walk development module   7-11     11-14 

How to facilitate the workshop / workshop preparation / teaching input  
 
Phase A: Preparation of the urban walk  
 
PREPARATION TIME  
Regarding the preparation time, it takes 2 months on average. Indeed, inviting external speakers is 
a longer process (invitation, framing of the intervention...) and must be prepared 2 to 3 months 
prior to the walk. The various activities the OER take several day of preparation, according to 
teaching needs. The indications concern an urban walk with a preparation time of one month.  
 
FORMALISATION OF THE EDUCATIONAL GOALS (Week 1) 
The urban walk covers a diversity of approaches and practices. Before starting the exploration and 
documentary research, it is necessary to formalise the objectives of the walk: 
• What does the urban walk consist of?  
• What subject(s) does it deal with?  
• Who is it aimed at? What is the target age group? 
• How many pupils are taking part? 
• Who are the actors we can involve?  
• What activities can be offered?  
• What is the duration of the walk?  
• When will the walk take place? (...) 
 
The message to be conveyed during the walk must be defined beforehand. It can address one or 
several themes. Themes vary from group to group depending on the school curriculum:  
• Discovering the place(s) where I live 
• Getting around / Living better 
• Living in a metropolis 
• Spaces and landscapes of urbanisation: geography of centres and peripheries 
• Territorial dynamics in contemporary France / Why and how to develop the territory? 
 
DESIGN OF THE ROUTE (Week 2) 
This is where the potential of the territory, its wealth and the way in which we want to make these 
contents accessible are identified. It is in this phase that the trade-offs between the possible 
contents and the modalities of access are made according to the different disabilities. 
The walk is done on foot. The teacher must define the walking route upstream and create a map. 
Starting and ending the urban walk by the school is important, the route should be a loop. Different 
sites/locations must be identified. They should be selected regarding a particular theme of urban 
landmark for instance.   
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Example of a route:  

 
 
CONTACT PARENTS (Week 2) 
During the walk, the teacher plays an important role as he/she animates the session. A few parents 
could accompany the group take pictures / take notes.  

 

CONTACT SPEAKERS (OPTIONAL – to be prepared in advance. 2-3 month prior to the walk) 
The advantage of this approach is that it brings together different points of view. They will have 
different interests in order to vary the way they look at the chosen place. Pupils are thus confronted 
with divergent or complementary views which they must then synthesise in order to understand 
the complexity of the place 
 
SEARCH FOR DOCUMENTS TO SUPPORT YOUR ROUTE (Week 2-3) 
 
• Still or moving images,  
• Archives pictures  
• Maps, 
• Various writings (literature, texts by geographers, historians, etc.) 
 
 
DESIGN OF PAPER AND DIGITAL MEDIA - CREATE A PARTICIPANT’S BOOKLET (Week 3-4) 
In order for this exercise to bear fruit and be reused in subsequent activities, the pupils should be 
given a booklet during the walk. This booklet should contain synthesised information and knowledge 
identified by the teacher (and the speakers). This document should include the route (map) and 
various data based on maps with different themes, old and recent photographs, and texts that shed 
light on the places they have crossed. This booklet can be in paper or digital (ex:  digital tablets). An 
urban walk booklet should contain:  
• Presentation of the programme (themes and objectives)  
• Presentation of the route  
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• Presentation of each location/site (archive images, benchmark images, old maps, etc.)  
• Blank pages should be left for the pupils to write on during the walk  
 
 
Phase B - Animation and mediation of the walk  
The animation of the walk takes 60 minutes (10 minutes of introduction / 40 minutes of walk / 10 
minutes of discussion and conclusion).   
 
During the urban walk, the teacher takes on the role of facilitator/mediator. Each location/site of 
the walk must be questioned.  
 
The sequence:  
At / in front of the / school:  
• Introduction to the walk: explanation of the principle of this walk  
• Presentation of the booklet  
 
Location 1:  
• Presentation of the place and the questioning  
• Facilitation of exchanges  
 
Location 2:  
• Presentation of the place and the questioning  
• Facilitation of exchanges  
 
Location 3:  
• Presentation of the place and the questioning  
• Facilitation of exchanges  
and so on depending on the number of locations selected. 
 
Rephotography as an animation tool 
The use of re photography can be a great tool to use during the walk. The principle is described as 
followed : “Rephotography, sometimes called photographic reconduction, is the action of remaking 
a photograph of the same place and from the same point of view but at two different times”1 
Rephotography makes it possible to document the changes that have taken place over a period of 
time, to show urban transformations. Therefore, by using archive pictures selected during Phase A, 
the group can take a picture, at each location, at the exact same place/point of view of the archive 
pictures.  
 
  

                                                
1 https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rephotographie  
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Phase C – Discussions 
After the urban walk, it is time for the feedback and discussion.  
The length of the discussion varies according to the needs of the lessons. A minimum of 20-30 
minutes is required.  
The aim is to present a summary of the exchanges during the urban walk and to initiate a discussion 
on the various subjects raised in order to deepen and complete their knowledge.  
The methods of evaluation of the pupil by the teacher at the end of the sequence will be specified 
by the teacher. For example, the pupil may give a presentation on a particular place or write a short 
fiction on a related subject (neighbourhood, place, people...).   
 
 
Suggestions for further activities 

Useful links 
• Europeana   (https://www.europeana.eu) 
• Gallica    (https://gallica.bnf.fr/accueil/fr/content/accueil-fr?mode=desktop) 
• Archives départementales 93  

         (https://archives.seinesaintdenis.fr/Archives-en-ligne/p219/Archives-en-ligne) 
• Musée Carnavalet  (https://www.carnavalet.paris.fr/) 
• Fonds Roger Viollet  (https://www.roger-viollet.fr/fr) 
• Geoportail   (https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/) 
 
à Paying attention to content reuse rights 

Ideas for additional activities  
• Create an exhibition on the theme "yesterday's city, today's city, tomorrow's city" 
• Exhibition of photographs of unusual elements that the pupils have noticed, creation of 

photomontages, collages, rephotography  
• Write press articles on the theme(s) covered in the walk 
• Write texts of different types (describe the area you have walked through, write a detective 

story or a fantasy story 
• Write texts of different types (describe the area you have walked through, write a detective 

story or a fantasy story set in the area studied, argue for the creation, upgrading or renovation 
of urban facilities...). 

 


